HIV disease and an atherosclerotic ascending aortic aneurysm.
Cardiovascular dysfunction appears to be an important complication of human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) infection and is being reported with greater frequency. There have been recent reports in the literature of HIV patients who suffer from vascular lesions such as large artery vasculopathy secondary to vasculitis, as well as accelerated atherosclerosis of the coronary arteries. The latter has been linked to patients on protease inhibitors that are used as part of a highly active antiretroviral therapy (HAART) regimen and have also been implicated in a lipodystrophy syndrome. We report a rare case of an HIV-infected patient on HAART who presented with a large ascending aortic aneurysm associated with symptomatic severe aortic regurgitation. A noteworthy finding on pathological analysis of the aorta was an etiology of accelerated atherosclerosis rather than the more expected vasculitis.